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A.Where Are the Hittites? 

B. Sibling Rivalry  

C.Life Before Death  

A.The Unfinished Symphony 



Where Are the Hittites? 

“I stumbled upon a mystery without a 
solution, a mystery so immense that I gave 
up trying to find an explanation because 
the whole mystery defied belief. The 
mystery was the survival of the Jews….I 
couldn’t understand how these people had 
endured as the great people who they 
were. It was this mystery that drew me 
back to God.”                 Anne Rice

“Why does no one find it remarkable that in most 
world cities today there are Jews but not one 
single Hittite, even though the Hittites had a 
great flourishing civilization while the Jews 
nearby were a weak and obscure people? When 
one meets a Jew in New York or New Orleans or 
Paris or Melbourne, it is remarkable that no one 
considers the event remarkable.”         
     Walker Percy



“Jewish history is not merely a story of Jews enduring catastrophes that 
might have spelled the end to less tenacious groups. It is that after 
every disaster, Jews renewed themselves. They discovered some 
hitherto hidden reservoir of spirit that fuelled new forms of collective 
self-expression as the carriers of God’s message to the world.”     Rabbi 
Sacks



  
“The number of Jews in the 
world is smaller than a small 
statistical error in the 
Chinese census. Yet we 
remain bigger than our 
numbers.”   
    Rabbi Sacks

“To the Jews we owe the idea of equality 
before the law, both divine and human; of 
the sanctity of life and the dignity of the 
human person; of the individual conscience 
and so of personal redemption; of the 
collective conscience and so of social 
responsibility; of peace as an abstract 
ideal and love as the foundation of justice, 
and many other items which constitute the 
basic moral furniture of the human mind.” 
     Paul Johnson 



“NOT BEING IN CHARGE”

“If there is a single sentence 
that sums up Jewish history, 
it is surely the statement of 
the prophet Zechariah: ‘Not 
by power and not by might 
but by My spirit, says the 
Lord of hosts’ (Zech. 4:6). 
Jews never had much 
power….Nor did they have 
might. Christianity and Islam 
built massive, monumental 
empires. Jews never did.”   

      Rabbi Sacks



“Our vocation is to be God’s 
ambassadors to the world, giving 
testimony through the way we live 
that it is possible for a small people 
to survive and thrive under the most 
adverse conditions, to construct a 
society of law-governed liberty for 
which we all bear collective 
responsibility, and ‘to act justly, love 
mercy, and walk humbly’ (Micah 6:8) 
with our God….God calls on us to be 
true to our faith and a blessing to 
others regardless of their faith.”

“The choice humankind faces in every age is 
between the idea of power and the power of ideas. 
Judaism has always believed in the power of ideas, 
and it remains the only non-violent way to change 

the world.”  



God’s Eternal Covenant with Israel



The Renewed Covenant



ESAU AND THE EDOMITES

“The wicked Esau came and is 
going to destroy the Temple 
and exile Israel from their 
land.” 
 
“There were two twins who 
were left to him, these were 
Remus and Romulus; later they 
stood and built two great huts 
in Rome .”           Esther 
Rabbah 3:5

Obadiah  10-11

586 BCE   Babylonian Empire destroys Jerusalem 
and   exiles people 

70 CE Roman Empire destroys Jerusalem 
Temple 

135 CE Jerusalem levelled; Jews banished from 
  land





“The  story of Ruth contains within 
it the potential to mend the rift 
between Rachel and Leah. The 
unified House of Israel will 
ultimately be constructed by 
the scion of the union of Boaz 
and Ruth.”            Dr. Yael Ziegler

“May the Lord make the woman who 
is coming into your house like Rachel 
and Leah, who together built up the 
house of Israel.” (Ruth 4:11) 





Take a stick and write on it, “For 
Judah, and the people of 
Israel associated with him.” 
Then take another stick and 
write on it, “For Joseph (the 
stick of Ephraim) and all the 
house of Israel associated with 
him,” and join them together 
into one stick, so that they 
may become one in your hand. 
And when your people say to 
you, “Will you not show us 
what you mean by these?” say 
to them, “Thus says the Lord 
God: ‘I am about to take the 
stick of Joseph (that is in the 
hand of Ephraim) and the 
tribes of Israel associated with 
him. And I will join with it the 
stick of Judah, and make them 
one stick, that they may be 
one in my hand.’”        (Ezek. 
37:16-19) 



“The elder shall the younger serve”



WHO IS THE LOVED SON?

Dr. Malka Z. Simkovich, "Esau the Ancestor of Rome" 
TheTorah.com (2018). https://thetorah.com/article/
esau-the-ancestor-of-rome

70-100 CE

200 CE



OUR FATHER ABRAHAM

Galatians 3:27-29



“YOU ARE MY SERVANT”

“The servant is Israel, but Israel 
may be all or a few or one of 
its members.” 

     Rabbi Heschel





Does God Have Only One Blessing?



ISAAC AND ISHMAEL

Genesis 24:62

HAGAR



Jewish-Christian Dialogue

“For the rest of the time we had an 
unusual, even transformative, 
encounter with the African Bishops, 
ending with a chassidic-style tisch 
[festive meal] during which we shared 
with the Bishops our songs and stories 
and they taught us theirs. At three in 
the morning we finished by dancing 
together. We knew we were different, 
we knew that there were deep divides 
between our respective faiths, but we 
had become friends. Perhaps that is all 
we should seek. Friends don’t have to 
agree in order to stay friends. And 
friendships can sometimes help to heal 
the world.”      Rabbi Sacks



Jewish-Christian Dialogue

“I had, fortunately, been inoculated against seeing only 
hate. My Christian friends had modeled for me the grace 
and friendship that are at the heart of the church; my 
parents told me that Jesus was a Jew speaking to other 
Jews, and that his basic message was exactly the same as 
that of Judaism: ‘to love the Lord your God’ and to ‘love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ So I knew that, although the 
New Testament could be read as anti-Jewish, it did not have 
to be read that way.”                Amy-Jill Levine



Jewish-Christian Dialogue

“Richard manages to fix the world each 
and every day in many, many ways. He 
is a true model of what we Jews call a 
mensch, a human being of real 
character—indeed a model for us all.” 


