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Q. The Fear of the Lord 

  1. Fear and Punishment 

  2. Fear and Holiness 

  3. Fear and Worship 

  4. Fear and Obedience 



Job 1:9



CREATION MYSTERIES



“Radical Amazement”



The Mystery of God

“This was the 
appearance of the 
likeness of the glory of 
the Lord.”   
  (Ezekiel 1:28) 



Meaning Behind the Mystery



Just Be Quiet!



Fear and Awe

Rabbi Shai Held, 12/4/14

“If fear and awe are so 
different, why does the 
same Hebrew word convey 
both meanings?  

Awe is what happens to 
fear when it stops being 
about me. 

Fear becomes awe when I 
forget about myself and 
focus only on God.” 

“Do not be like servants who serve their 
master on condition of receiving reward, but 
be like servants who serve their master not 
on condition of receiving a reward; and let 
the fear of Heaven be upon you.”  
     (m. Avot 1:3)

“The only ones who serve God 
in this way are the uneducated 
and children, who are trained 
to serve from fear until their 
knowledge grows and they 
come to serve out of love.”  
   Maimonides



Fear and Obedience



“Worship and living are not two separate realms. 
Unless living is a form of worship, our worship 
has no life.” 

“There is no reverence for God without reverence 
for man. The fear lest we hurt a poor man must 
be as deep as the fear of God.”       R. Abraham Joshua 
Heschel 



Therefore, knowing the 
fear of the Lord, we try 
to persuade others.”  
 
  (2 Cor. 5:11 NRSV)



“I love your statutes; my flesh trembles 
in terror of you; I fear your laws.”   

      (Ps. 119:119-120) 

FEAR, DELIGHT, and 
LOVE



“Midwives of the Hebrews:” Shifrah and Puah 

 “Two of the great 
heroines of world 
literature, the first to 
teach humanity the moral 
limits of power.”   
  (Rabbi Sacks)



Rav Huna, son of Rav Yehoshua, 
would not walk four cubits 
with an uncovered head. He 
said, “The Shekinah (Divine 
Glory) is over my head.”   

     (Kiddushin 31a)



1 Corinthians 11:4-16  
Every man (husband) praying or prophesying having from his head hanging down shames his 
head.  
But every woman (wife) praying or prophesying with her head uncovered shames her head.  
It is one and the same thing as having been shaved.  
For if a woman (wife) is not covered, let her also have her hair cut,  
but if it is disgraceful for a woman (wife) to have her hair cut off or to be shaved, let her be 
covered. 
A man (husband) should not be covered on the head, being the image and glory of God. 
But the woman (wife) is the glory of a man (husband). 
  
For a man is not of a woman but a woman of a man. 
Neither was a man created because of the woman but a woman because of the man. 
Because of this the woman ought to have [a symbol of?] authority on her head because of the 
angels. 
  
However, neither is woman without man or man without woman in the Lord.  
For just as the woman is of the man, so also the man is through the woman.  
But all things are of God. 
  
Judge for yourselves: is it fitting for a woman to pray to God uncovered? 
Does not nature herself teach you that if a man wears long hair, it is a dishonor to him? 
But if a woman wears long hair it is a glory to her. 
For the long hair has been given to her as a covering. 
  
If anyone wants to argue about this, we have no such custom nor do the churches of God. 


