
What is an example of a dispute 
for the sake of Heaven? The 
dispute between Hillel and 
Shammai.  

What is an example of one not 
for the sake of Heaven? The 
dispute of Korah and all his 
company.  

      (5:21) 

Any dispute for the sake of Heaven will have enduring 
value, but any dispute not for the sake of Heaven will not 
have enduring value.  



KORAH’S REBELLION

Dathan and Abiram 
  (Reubenites) 



Shammai and Hillel
The House of Shammai says, “In the evening all should recline (to recite the 

Shema) but in the morning they should stand up.” The House of Hillel says, 
“They may recite it every one in his own way.”  (m. Berakhot 1:3)  

“If it happens that she finds no favor in his eyes because he has found in her a 
shameful thing and he writes her a certificate of divorce…” (Deut. 24:1) 

The House of  Shammai says, “A man should not divorce his wife unless he 
finds her to be unchaste.” The House of Hillel says, “Even if she has burned 
his food.”  (m. Gittin 9:10)



For three years Beit Shammai 
and Beit Hillel disagreed. 
These said, “The legal ruling 
(halakah) is in accordance 
with our teaching,” and 
those said, “The legal ruling 
is in accordance with our 
teaching.”  

A Divine Voice emerged and 
proclaimed, “Both these and 
those are the words of the 
living God. However, the 
legal ruling is in accordance 
with Beit Hillel.”  (Eruvin 13b)



A TORAH OF CHESED

Since both these and those are words of the living 
God, why were the Hillelites privileged to have 
the legal ruling established in accordance with 
their teaching? 

Because they were kindly and modest, because they 
studied not only their own rulings but also those 
of Beit Shammai and because they taught the 
words of Beit Shammai before their own. 

On three things the world stands: 
 on the Torah, 
 on divine worship, 
 and on acts of loving-kindness (chesed).  (1:2)




