
  
 P. Crime and Punishment 
  1. A Woman Taken in Adultery 
   a. In John’s Gospel 
   b. In Torah 
  2. Capital Punishment 
   a. For Murder 
   b. For Adultery 
   c. For a Rebellious Son 
   d. In the Talmud 
  3. An Eye for an Eye 
   a. In Torah 
   b. In Jesus’ teaching 
  4. Jesus and the Fence Around the Law 
   a. Crimes of Passion 
   b. Oaths and Vows 
   c. Love 
  5. Gehenna and Eternal Punishment 
   a. Tartarus 
   b. Hades 
   c. Sheol 
   d. The Rabbis and the World-to-Come 
   e. Gehenna 
  



A Woman Taken in Adultery 
John 7:53-8:11 

Deut. 17:6-7

Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and 
judge him according to your law.” The Jews 
replied, “We have no right to execute anyone.”  
(John 18:31)



The Redeemer of Blood



Righteous Joseph?

NIV



The Rebellious Son

Rabbi Shimon: “There has never been such a son and there never will be one 
in the future. Why then was it written? So that we should study the 
passage and receive reward for it.”   (Sanhedrin 71a)  

R. Yose the Galilean: “Torah foresaw the ultimate destiny of the stubborn and 
rebellious son. Having disspated his father’s wealth, he would seek to 
satisfy his wants and be unable to do so. He would then go to a crossroads 
and rob. Therefore the Torah ordained: Let him die innocent rather than 
die guilty—for the death of the wicked benefits both them and the world.”  
(Sanhedrin 71b)  



The Rabbis and Capital Punishment

“A Sanhedrin that executes someone 
once in seven years is 
characterized as destructive.  

Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya says: Once 
in seventy years.  

Rabbi Tarfon and Rabbi Akiva say: If 
we had been in the Sanhedrin, no 
person would have ever been 
executed. 

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: 
They too increase the number of 
murderers in Israel.”   

(m. Makkot 1.10) 



The Legal Code of Hammurabi  
(ca. 1800 BC)


