
“One who injures another is liable to pay 
compensation for five things: physical injury, 
pain, medical costs, loss of income, and 
humiliation.”  

       (m. Bava Kamma 8.1) 

“The justice of ‘an eye for an eye’ is more 
apparent than real: one man’s eyesight may 
be stronger or weaker than the other’s, and 
by taking one eye for the other, true 
equivalent justice is not being served….Also, 
if a blind man takes another’s eye, or a 
cripple without legs destroys someone else’s 
leg, how can justice be served? Further, 
when an eye or any organ is extracted from a 
living body it causes serious incidental injury, 
often endangering the individual’s life, and 
the Torah said  ‘an eye for an eye,’ not ‘an 
eye and a soul for an eye.’”  

   (R. Moshe Shamah, Recalling the Covenant) 



The Sermon on 
the Mount

“One who slaps 
another’s face must 
give him 200 zuz, and if 
it is with the back of 
the hand he must give 
him 400 zuz.”  
 (m. Bava Kamma 8.6) 


