
  
 P. Crime and Punishment 
  1. A Woman Taken in Adultery 
   a. In John’s Gospel 
   b. In Torah 
  2. Capital Punishment 
   a. For Murder 
   b. For Adultery 
   c. For a Rebellious Son 
   d. In the Talmud 
  3. An Eye for an Eye 
   a. In Torah 
   b. In Jesus’ teaching 
  4. Jesus and the Fence Around the Law 
   a. Crimes of Passion 
   b. Oaths and Vows 
   c. Love 
  5. Gehenna and Eternal Punishment 
   a. Tartarus 
   b. Hades 
   c. Sheol 
   d. The Rabbis and the World-to-Come 
   e. Gehenna 
  



A Woman Taken in Adultery 
John 7:53-8:11 

Deut. 17:6-7

Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and 
judge him according to your law.” The Jews 
replied, “We have no right to execute anyone.”  
(John 18:31)



The Redeemer of Blood



Righteous Joseph?

NIV



The Rebellious Son

Rabbi Shimon: “There has never been such a son and there never will be one 
in the future. Why then was it written? So that we should study the 
passage and receive reward for it.”   (Sanhedrin 71a)  

R. Yose the Galilean: “Torah foresaw the ultimate destiny of the stubborn and 
rebellious son. Having disspated his father’s wealth, he would seek to 
satisfy his wants and be unable to do so. He would then go to a crossroads 
and rob. Therefore the Torah ordained: Let him die innocent rather than 
die guilty—for the death of the wicked benefits both them and the world.”  
(Sanhedrin 71b)  



The Rabbis and Capital Punishment

“A Sanhedrin that executes someone 
once in seven years is 
characterized as destructive.  

Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya says: Once 
in seventy years.  

Rabbi Tarfon and Rabbi Akiva say: If 
we had been in the Sanhedrin, no 
person would have ever been 
executed. 

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: 
They too increase the number of 
murderers in Israel.”   

(m. Makkot 1.10) 



Ex. 21:22-25Ex. 21:22-25



The Legal Code of Hammurabi  
(ca. 1800 BC)



“One who injures another is liable to pay 
compensation for five things: physical injury, 
pain, medical costs, loss of income, and 
humiliation.”  

       (m. Bava Kamma 8.1) 

“The justice of ‘an eye for an eye’ is more 
apparent than real: one man’s eyesight may 
be stronger or weaker than the other’s, and 
by taking one eye for the other, true 
equivalent justice is not being served….Also, 
if a blind man takes another’s eye, or a 
cripple without legs destroys someone else’s 
leg, how can justice be served? Further, 
when an eye or any organ is extracted from a 
living body it causes serious incidental injury, 
often endangering the individual’s life, and 
the Torah said  ‘an eye for an eye,’ not ‘an 
eye and a soul for an eye.’”  

   (R. Moshe Shamah, Recalling the Covenant) 



The Sermon on 
the Mount

“One who slaps 
another’s face must 
give him 200 zuz, and if 
it is with the back of 
the hand he must give 
him 400 zuz.”  
 (m. Bava Kamma 8.6) 



A FENCE AROUND THE TORAH

Pirkei Avot 1:1



CRIMES OF PASSION

     ANGER  
You have heard that it was said to those of 

old, ‘Thou shalt not kill,’ and, ‘Whoever 
kills will be liable to judgment.’ But I say 
to you, everyone who goes on being angry 
with their brother or sister will be liable to 
judgment; whoever calls them ‘brainless’ 
will be liable to the Sanhedrin (Jewish 
Supreme Court); whoever says ‘moron’ will 
be liable to fiery Gehenna. 

   
So if you are bringing a sacrifice to the Temple 

and there remember that a brother or 
sister has something against you, leave 
your offering there in front of the altar and 
first go be reconciled to them.    

        (Matt. 5:21-24)
  

   LUST  
You have heard that it was said, 
‘Thou shalt not commit adultery.’ 
But I say to you that everyone 
looking at a woman for the purpose 
of coveting her has already 
committed adultery with her in his 
heart. 

So if your right eye causes you to 
sin, tear it out and throw it away, 
for it is better for you to lose one 
of your members than for your 
whole body to be thrown into 
Gehenna. 
     (Matt. 5:27-29) 



VOWS

• Limited time of special separation “to the 
Lord” 

• No alcohol or any grape product 
• No haircuts or shaving 
• No contact with corpses 
• Vow ended by offering cut hair along with 

sacrifices on the altar

The Nazirite Vow (Numbers 6)

“You have heard it was said, 
‘You shall not swear falsely, but 
you shall repay your vows to 
the Lord’…”  (Matt. 5:33) 



OATHS



“Hate Your Enemy?”

Finding Shalom





“Hell” in the KJV

“Humans and animals share the same 
fate. They both die, they both have 
the same life-breath/spirit. All go to 
one place; all are of the dust and to 
the dust return. Who knows if the 
human life-breath/spirit rises 
upward and the life-breath/spirit of 
the animal goes down into the 
earth?” (Eccl. 3:19-21, my 
translation) 



The Rabbis and the World-to-Come

Except for: 
Those who say there is no resurrection 

of the dead in Torah 
Those who say Torah is not from Heaven 
One who pronounces the name of God 
Three kings: Jereboam, Ahab, and 

Manasseh 
The generation of the flood 
The people of Sodom 
The 10 spies 
Korach’s assembly  

     (m. Sanhedrin 10)

Rom. 11:26

“One who engages in intercourse with a married 
woman and is executed for it still has a place in 
the world-to-come, but one who humiliates 
another in public has no share in the world-to-
come”  
      (Bava Metzia 59a) 



DEMYTHOLOGIZING GEHENNA

Everyone who goes on being angry with their 
brother or sister will be liable to judgment 

Whoever says ‘brainless’ to a brother or 
sister will be liable to the Sanhedrin  

Whoever says ‘moron’ will be liable to fiery 
Gehenna    (Matt. 5:22) 


