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The Rebellious Son

Rabbi Shimon: “There has never been such a son and there never will be one 
in the future. Why then was it written? So that we should study the 
passage and receive reward for it.”   (Sanhedrin 71a)  

R. Yose the Galilean: “Torah foresaw the ultimate destiny of the stubborn and 
rebellious son. Having disspated his father’s wealth, he would seek to 
satisfy his wants and be unable to do so. He would then go to a crossroads 
and rob. Therefore the Torah ordained: Let him die innocent rather than 
die guilty—for the death of the wicked benefits both them and the world.”  
(Sanhedrin 71b)  


