
A FENCE AROUND THE TORAH

Pirkei Avot 1:1



CRIMES OF PASSION

     ANGER  
You have heard that it was said to those of 

old, ‘Thou shalt not kill,’ and, ‘Whoever 
kills will be liable to judgment.’ But I say 
to you, everyone who goes on being angry 
with their brother or sister will be liable to 
judgment; whoever calls them ‘brainless’ 
will be liable to the Sanhedrin (Jewish 
Supreme Court); whoever says ‘moron’ will 
be liable to fiery Gehenna. 

   
So if you are bringing a sacrifice to the Temple 

and there remember that a brother or 
sister has something against you, leave 
your offering there in front of the altar and 
first go be reconciled to them.    

        (Matt. 5:21-24)
  

   LUST  
You have heard that it was said, 
‘Thou shalt not commit adultery.’ 
But I say to you that everyone 
looking at a woman for the purpose 
of coveting her has already 
committed adultery with her in his 
heart. 

So if your right eye causes you to 
sin, tear it out and throw it away, 
for it is better for you to lose one 
of your members than for your 
whole body to be thrown into 
Gehenna. 
     (Matt. 5:27-29) 



VOWS

• Limited time of special separation “to the 
Lord” 

• No alcohol or any grape product 
• No haircuts or shaving 
• No contact with corpses 
• Vow ended by offering cut hair along with 

sacrifices on the altar

The Nazirite Vow (Numbers 6)

“You have heard it was said, 
‘You shall not swear falsely, but 
you shall repay your vows to 
the Lord’…”  (Matt. 5:33) 


