
Q. The Fear of the Lord 

  1. Fear and Punishment 

  2. Fear and Holiness 

  3. Fear and Worship 

  4. Fear and Obedience 





Do not fear those who kill the 
body and after that can do no 
more. But I will tell you whom 
to fear: fear the one who after 
killing the body has the 
authority to throw into 
Gehenna.  (Luke 12:4-5)



FEARING GOD



God’s Covenant

“They asked Wisdom: What should be the 
punishment of a sinner? And Wisdom said: 
Misfortune pursues sinners (Prov. 13:21). 
They asked prophecy: What should be the 
punishment of a sinner? And prophecy said: 
The soul that sins shall die (Ezek. 18:4, 
20). They asked the Holy One, blessed be 
He: What should be the punishment of a 
sinner? And He said: Let him repent and he 
will be atoned for.” 



“Do not be like servants who 
serve their master on condition 
of receiving reward, but be like 
servants who serve their master 
not on condition of receiving a 
reward; and let the fear of 
Heaven be upon you”  
 (Antigonos of Sokho, 3rd century 
BC)

“Fear of punishment sees sin as 
dangerous; reverence sees it as 
disgusting.”   
  Rabbi Norman Lamm

“The only ones who serve God in 
this way are the uneducated and 
children, who are trained to serve 
from fear until their knowledge 
grows and they come to serve out 
of love.”  
   Maimonides


